
Curriculum Vitae
1. Name: Ryan Thomas Schmitz
2. Contact information: 817-257-7894, r.schmitz@tcu.edu 
3. Academic Background:
a. Education:
1. Ph.D., 2009, University of Texas at Austin, Hispanic Literature. 

2. M.A., 2005, University of Texas at Austin, Hispanic Literature.

3. B.A., 1998, Minnesota State University Moorhead, Magna Cum Laude; Honors program graduate; Double Major: The Humanities & Spanish, minor in Psychology. 
b. Professional certifications: N/A
c. Present rank: Associate Professor
d. Year of appointment to the University and rank: 2009, Assistant Professor
e. Year of last promotion: 2016
f. Previous teaching and/or research appointments other than TCU (date, place, rank or title, full or part-time)
1. 2005-2009. University of Texas, at Austin, Assistant Instructor, part time.

2. 2008 (summer). Universidad de Cádiz, Cádiz, Spain with University of Texas at Austin, Department of Spanish and Portuguese. Instructor. Part time.

3. 2003-2004. University of Texas, at Austin, Teaching Assistant, part time.

4. 2000-2002, Universidad Regional Sureste, Oaxaca, México, Center of Modern Languages.  English and Humanities Instructor. Full time.
5. 1999-2000, Georgal Idiomas, Mexico City, Mexico, English instructor. Full time. 
g. Previous professional positions (other than those listed above): N/A
h. Formal continuing education associated with professional development:
1. 2025 “Core Refresh.” Koehler Center, TCU (September 3rd).  
2. 2025. “Understanding and Engaging Gen Z Learners.” Koehler Center, TCU (May 2nd). 
3. 2024.  Attended Panels at “Cervantes Ahora/ Cervantes Now” by the Cervantes Society of America in September 19-21, 2024 at the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque.

4. 2023. “Creating a CALM classroom.” Koehler Center, TCU (September 15th). 
5. 2023. Attended Panels at Texas Cervantes Symposium, University of Texas, Austin, 11/3-11/5/2023

6. 2023. Series of workshops on Stellic. TCU. 
7. 2023. Attended Panels at “Cervantes Global/ Global Cervantes” a joint conference of the Cervantes Society of America and the Asociación de Cervantistas at Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, 6/7-6/9/2023
8. 2022. “Task-Based Pedagogy” talk by Claudia Fernández (virtual) April 8th. 
9. 2018-2020. Attended various pedagogically oriented talks sponsored by TCU’s Center for Language and Culture.
10. 2018. Attended Panels at North American Cervantes Society of America Conference, University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. September 27th – 29th. 
11. 2017-2020. Attended numerous “Third Thursday” meetings sponsored by TCU’s Center for International Studies, 
12. 2013. “Peer Teaching Evaluation Strategies.” Koehler Center for Teaching Excellence Workshops on September 9th. 
13. 2013. Attended panel “Teaching Literature from a Student-Centered Approach” at the 128th Modern Language Association Conference in Boston, MA; January 5th.
14. 2013. Attended panel “The Classroom as Interface” at the 128th Modern Language Association Conference in Boston, MA; January 5th. 

15. 2011. Grant Development Workshop. TCU Sponsored Research. September 22nd.

16. 2011. Language Lab Workshop, “ReLan Pro Software.” Sponsored by Scott Williams, Modern Languages Department at TCU. October 25.
17. 2010. “Advising 101.”  Presented by the Center for Academic Services at TCU. September 7th. 
18. 2010. Language Lab Workshop, “Metas and Centro.” Sponsored by McGraw Hill. August 17th. 
19. 2010. Attended World Language 2010 Symposium Series, “The Changing Landscape of Language Teaching” at TCU February 19th.  

I. Honors and Awards: 
A. Nominated and Elected to the Executive Council of the Cervantes Society of America (2025).  

B. Chosen as Mentor for Honors Laureate Nathan Moore (2025), Ben Smoke (2023), Laredo Loyd (2019)
4. Teaching 
a. Courses taught
1. SPAN 49000 El Viaje

2. SPAN 30503 Advanced Spanish: Personal to Public

3. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Voces marginalizadas en las Novelas ejemplares de Cervantes

4. SPAN 32003 Culture of Spain

5. SPAN 30803 Introduction to Literature

6. SPAN 30603 Advanced Spanish: Local to Global

7. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Encountering Otherness in Early Modern Spain

8. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Cervantes’ Novelas ejemplares
9. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Independent Study

10. SPAN 41103 Spanish Golden Age Literature

11. SPAN 41203 Cervantes and the Renaissance (Don Quijote)
12. SPAN 32503 Panorama of Spanish Literature 1 

13. SPAN 30023 Summer Study Abroad--Culture

14. SPAN 31403 Advanced Spanish Grammar

15. SPAN 31203 Writing in Spanish

16. SPAN 31103 Oral Communication in Spanish

17. SPAN 20203 Intermediate Spanish 2 Honors

18. SPAN 20203 Intermediate Spanish 2

19. SPAN 20103 Intermediate Spanish 1

20. SPAN 10203 Spanish for Beginners 2

21. SPAN 10103 Spanish for Beginners 1

b. Courses developed at TCU
1. SPAN 49000 El Viaje

2. SPAN 30603 Advanced Spanish: Local to Global

3. SPAN 30503 Advanced Spanish: Personal to Public

4. SPAN 32003 Culture of Spain

5. SPAN 30803 Introduction to Literature

6. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Cervantes’ Novelas ejemplares
7. SPAN 41203 Cervantes and the Renaissance 
8. SPAN 41103 Spanish Golden Age Literature

9. SPAN 43203 Senior Seminar: Encountering Otherness in Early Modern Spain

10. SPAN 30023 Summer Study Abroad--Culture

c. Honors projects directed, or committee service
1. Honors thesis committee service: Jacey Elliott, 2019-2020
2. Honors thesis committee service: Merrill Douglass, 2019-2020
3. Honors thesis committee service: Daniel Athenour, Fall 2017
4. Honors thesis committee service: Haley Schroer, 2015-2016
5. Honors thesis committee service: Mackenzie Fleck, 2013-2014
6. Honors thesis committee service: Kathleen Mellano, Fall 2010 

d. Graduate theses (recitals) and dissertations directed, or committee service: N/A
e. External support received or pending for academic work (i.e., pedagogical grants, curriculum or program development. Include source and amount requested and/or received): N/A 
f. Internal support for academic work received (e.g., Instructional Development): 
1. Mid-Career Summer Research Grant, 2024, $5,000. 

2. Instruction Development Grant, spring 2017, $3600. 
5. Research and Creative Activity 

a. Refereed publications, invitational or juried exhibitions, performances, commissioned or contracted work in design, choreography, and composition:

1. 2025. “Gauging Trustworthiness in the Intercalated Novels of the 1605 Quijote” Cervantes: Bulletin of the Cervantes Society of America. 45.2 (2025): 101-122. 
2. 2024. “Juan Lorenzo Palmireno and the Practical Application of Humanistic Study.” Bulletin of Hispanic Studies. 101.2 (2024): 105-116. 

3. 2016. “Theory of Mind in Early Modern Spanish Manuals of Courtly Conduct.” Cognitive Approaches to Early Modern Spanish Literature. Ed. Isabel Jaén and Julien Simon. Oxford University Press, 2016. 164-180.  

4. 2016. “The Hand as Metaphor in Cervantes’s Novelas ejemplares.” Bulletin of Hispanic Studies. 93.2 (2016): 99-112.

5. 2014. “Tracing Transoceanic Intertextualities in More’s Utopia (1516), González de Mendoza’s Historia de China ((1585), and Fernández de Lizardi’s El Periquillo Sarniento (1816).”  eHumanista 27 (2014): 300-314. 

6. 2013. “Sancho’s Courtly Performance: Discreción and the Art of Conversation in the Ducal Palace Episodes of Don Quijote II” Modern Language Notes 128.2 (2013): 445-455. 

7.  2012. “Cervantes’s Language of the Heart in the Novelas ejemplares and Don Quijote” Cervantes: Bulletin of the Cervantes Society of America. 32.2 (2012): 173-197. 

8.  2012. “The Great Chain of Being and Cervantes’s Novelas ejemplares” eHumanista 20 (2012): 511-524. 
9. 2011. “Prudence, Sincerity, and the Body’s Betrayal of the Dissimulated Self in Cervantes’s La señora Cornelia”.  Bulletin of Spanish Studies 88.3 (2011): 349-366. 
b. Non-refereed publications (include publications arising from presentations, i.e., proceedings), exhibits, performances, textbooks, etc.
1. Book Review: Cervantes y su tiempo.  Cervantes y su mundo VI.  Ed. Carmen Hsu; Edition Reichenberger, 2010. Bulletin of Spanish Studies 89 (2012): 808-809. 
c. Materials or activities accepted or scheduled but not yet printed, released, or presented:
1. University of Chicago, presentation. 
2. Cervantes and the Unsayable: Golden Age Literary Approaches to Contemporary Trauma Studies.  Ed. Stephen Hessel and Ryan Schmitz (submitted to University Press) 

3. “Rejection, Trauma, and Crises of Masculinity in Don Quixote and Today” (Forthcoming) in Cervantes and the Unsayable: Golden Age Literary Approaches to Contemporary Trauma Studies.  Ed. Stephen Hessel and Ryan Schmitz. 
d. Papers presented, participation on panels, etc., (include date, place, organization, invited or refereed)
1. 2024. “Crises of Masculinity in the 1605 Quijote and Today.” “Cervantes Ahora/ Cervantes Now” by the Cervantes Society of America in September 19-21, at the University of New Mexico at Albuquerque.

2. 2024. "Don Quijote de la Mancha y su impacto cultural a través de los siglos"
Sigma Delta Pi, Spanish Department, Texas Tech University. 2/9/2024. Invited.  
3. 2023. “The Trials of Cardenio: Betrayal, Trust, and Exemplary Literature” at the Texas Cervantes Symposium, University of Texas, Austin, 11/3-11/5/2023. Refereed

4. 2023. “Tracking Trust in the Intercalated Novels of the 1605 Quijote” at “Cervantes Global/ Global Cervantes” a joint conference of the Cervantes Society of America and the Asociación de Cervantistas at Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, 6/7-6/9/2023. Refereed

5. 2022. “Moral Philosophy and the Construction of Self in Early Modern Spain.” Milestones in Language and Culture Research, TCU, Spring, 2022.  

6. 2018. “Preciosa’s Exemplary Discretion” North American Cervantes Society of America Conference, Univeristy of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. September 27th – 29th, 2018. Refereed.
7. 2016. “Gossip, Hypocrisy, and Reading Other Minds: A Cognitive Approach to El coloquio de los perros” Sixth Texas Cervantes Symposium at the University of Texas at Austin, Octoberer 21-22, 2016. Refereed. 

8. 2015. “Cleanliness and the Construction of Identity in Part II of Don Quijote” “Don Quijote and the Mediterranean World” at the University of Texas at Austin October 18th and 19th 2015. Refereed.
9. 2015. "Poverty and Delinquency in Barataria: Contextualizing Sancho’s Humanist Social Reform." "Don Quijote in the American West: A Fourth-Centenary Celebration (1615-2015), University of Colorado, Denver and University of Wyoming, Laramie. April 23-26, 2015. Refereed.
10.  2013. “Elementos utópicos en la Historia de China de Juan González de Mendoza.” “VIII Congreso Internacional de la Asociación Asiática de Hispanistas” (8th International Congress of the Asian Association of Hispanists) in Shanghai, China, July 17th, 2013. Refereed.
11.  2013. “Hands Discourse, and Economic Production in the Novelas ejemplares.” Modern Language Association, Boston, MA, January 5, 2013; Program arranged by Cervantes Society of America and the Division on Sixteenth- and Seventeenth-Century Poetry and Prose. Refereed.
12.  2011. Panel discussion participant: “Quixotic Frontiers.” Central Texas Cervantes Symposium   2011, hosted by the Cervantes Society of America at the University of Texas, Austin on   October 21st, 2011. Invited.

13.  2010. “Pechos sinceros: Heart and Chest Imagery in the Novelas ejemplares.”  Central Texas Cervantes Symposium 2010, hosted by The Cervantes Society of America at the University of Texas, Austin, TX on November 19th, 2010. Invited.

14.  2010. “Reading the Signs of Identity in Cervantes Novelas ejemplares.” South Central Modern Languages Association Conference, Fort Worth, TX, October 28th, 2010. Refereed.

15. 2009. Panel discussion participant: Cervantes Symposium 2009, hosted by The Cervantes Society of America at the Wizard Academy in Austin, TX on November 21st, 2009. Invited.

16. 2008. Panel discussion participant: “Don Quijote” with Dr. Howard Mancing, Dr. Cory Reed, and Massimiliano Giorgini at the University of Texas at Austin and in Driftwood, TX, October 10th and 11th, 2008. Invited

17.  2008. “The Body’s Betrayal of the Dissimulated Self in Cervantes’s Novelas ejemplares.” Masking and Unmasking: an Interdisciplinary Conference for Graduate Students. Duke University, September 2008.  Refereed.

18.  2007. “Cervantes’s Subversion of Romance in La ilustre fregona.” Graduate Portuguese and Hispanic Symposium.  Georgetown University.  September 2007. Refereed.

19.  2007. “Cervantes’s Treatment of the Center and the Margin in La gitanilla.” 16th Colloquium on Hispanic Literatures and Romance Linguistics.  The University of Texas, Austin, Spring 2007. Refereed.

20.  2005. “The Theatricality of Don Quijote.” 15th Colloquium on Hispanic Literatures and Romance Linguistics.  The University of Texas, Austin, Spring 2005. Refereed.

e. Editorships, consulting, adjudications (List here or under Service): N/A
f. External support received or pending (include source and amount requested and/or received): 
1. Carrie Lee Kennedy Fellowship, UT Austin: 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008. ($2,500 each)

2. Pre-emptive Recruitment Fellowship, UT Austin, 2002-2003. ($16,000)

g. Internal grants received (e.g., TCU/RCAF, Junior Faculty):
1. Mid-Career Summer Research Grant, 2024 ($5000)

2. Instructional Development Grant “Establishing Study Abroad Program in Granada, Spain” 2017 ($3600)
3. Junior Faculty Summer Research Grant 2011 ($6,000)

h. Other research or creative activities not included in any of above 
1. May 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025 Participant in Dr. Charlotte Hogg’s “Writer’s Boot Camp.” 
2. Fall semester, 2021, Dr. Charlotte Hogg’s “Writer’s Accountability Group.”

6. Service

a. Departmental service 
1. 2021 -present.  Advisory Committee Chair. 

2. 2023-2024. SHS Chair (Dr. José Luis Sánchez Morales). 
3. 2015-present.  Advisory Committee member.  
4. 2023. SHS Search Committee member (Administrative Assistant, Nancy Gonzalez)
5. 2020-2022. Study Abroad Advisor, SHS
6. 2019-present. Alumni Relations Committee, Chair, SHS
7. 2025 – present. Student Outreach Committee
8. 2019-2022. Curriculum Committee, Chair.  
9. 2016-2017.  SHS Search Committee Member, two tenure track positions (Dr. Esther Teixeira and Dr. Tatiana Argüello)
10. 2015-2022. Scholarship selection committee member. 
11. 2015-2016.  SHS Search Committee Member, two tenure track positions (Dr. María Ciriza Lope)  
12. 2009 to 2015. Intellectual Programs Committee member.  
13. 2013-2015. Chair’s Leadership Team, chair. 
14. 2009-2011. Chair’s Leadership Team member.  
15. 2011. Planned, coordinated, and carried out many tasks related to Green Honors Chair, Roy Germano. 
b. College service
1. 2025. Judge. AddRan Undergraduate Festival of Scholarship and Creativity. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX.

2. 2024. Judge. AddRan Undergraduate Festival of Scholarship and Creativity. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX.
3. 2021-2022. Search Committee Member, Penrose Endowed Chair of Latin American Studies, Department of History, AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX (Dr. Bonnie Lucero). 
4. 2019-2020. Search Committee Member, Dean of AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX (Dean Sonja Watson). 
5. 2018-2019. Search Committee Member, Chair of Department of Modern Languages, AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX (Associate Dean Muriel Cormican). 
6. 2018. Search Committee Member, Tenure Track Position, Specialist in Mexico, Department of History, AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX (Dr. Aaron Navarro).
7. 2014, 2018, 2022. Dean’s Awards Selection Committee Member. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX
8. 2015. Organizer and Faculty Representative for Addran Festival Double Panel (6 students total): Don Quijote. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX
9. 2014. Judge. AddRan Undergraduate Festival of Scholarship and Creativity. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX. “Spanish Session I”.  
10. 2013. Planned, Coordinated, and carried out numerous tasks related to Rob Schmitz’s Keynote Address for TCU Language and Culture Fest, September 24th, AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX.
11. 2012. Judge. AddRan Undergraduate Festival of Scholarship and Creativity. AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX. “Shakespeare Then and Now.” 

c. University service
1. 2020-2023 Undergraduate Council, AddRan College, TCU. Fort Worth, TX

2. 2017 and 2022. Committee Member for Chancellor’s Award for distinguished achievement as a creative teacher and scholar Selection. 
3. 2019. University Committee to judge Outstanding Dissertation and Thesis. 
4. 2015-2019. UCAC (University Compensation Advisory Committee) member.  

5. 2015. Panelist, International Student Orientation. 
6. 2014. TCU Common Reading Discussion Group Leader, Persepolis 
7. 2013-2014. International Students Committee member.  
8. 2012-2014. Beyond Boundaries.  

d. Community activities directly related to professional skills
1. 2024. Presentation on “Don Quixote” to the 5th graders of Westcliff Elementary, FWISD, December 17th. 
2. 2009-2014. Volunteer translator for Luella Merret Elementary, Fort Worth ISD. 
e. Professional service (i.e., memberships in professional organizations, offices held, adjudications, chairing panels. List editorships and consulting here if not under Research and Creative Activity)
1. 2025. Elected as officer of the Executive Council of the Cervantes Society of America. 

2. 2015-Present. Manuscript Reviewer, Cervantes: Bulletin of the Cervantes Society of America. 
3. 2016. External Reviewer for Tenure Case, Christine Garst-Santos, South Dakota State University. 

4. 2017. Manuscript Reviewer, Bulletin of Spanish Studies, Spring.

5. 2015. Manuscript Reviewer, Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, Spring.
6. 2015. Organized panel “Embodied Identities in Don Quijote” at “Don Quijote and the Mediterranean World” at the University of Texas at Austin October 18th and 19th.

7. 2015. Chaired panel, “Cervantes, Subjectivity, and the Modern Individual” at the University of Texas at Austin October 18th and 19th.

8. 2013. Chair of two panels, “VIII Congreso Internacional de la Asociación Asiática de Hispanistas” (8th International Congress of the Asian Association of Hispanists) in Shanghai, China, July 17th.
9. 2010. Manuscript Reviewer, Bulletin of Spanish Studies, Fall. 

10. 2010-2011. Served as Secretary for SCMLA panel “Spain Before 1700” from October 2010 to November 2011.  

11. Academic Advising: 
1. Student advising 2009 to present
2. Study Abroad Advisor, SHS, spring 2020-2022

12. Other Service activity not included in any of the above.

1. Nominated Dr. Tatiana Argüello for the Mayrose Short Teaching Excellence Award for 2022 (Winner) 
2. Regular attendee of AddRan Faculty Research Spotlight, 2018-present. 
3. Hosted ex-Secretary of State of USA, Denis McDonough in my Senior Seminar course “Encountering Otherness,” facilitated discussion, and attended his campus-wide talk “The Liberal Arts in the Age of Artificial Intelligence” 3/20/18

4. Regular attendee of all guest speakers of Department of Spanish and Hispanic Studies, 2009-present. 

5. Planned, Coordinated, and carried out numerous tasks related to Teatro Flor Candela’s performance "¿Los llevamos dentro?" September 26th, 2011 

6. Attended Spring Commencement yearly since 2009. 

7. Attended Sigma Delta Pi induction ceremony yearly since 2009.

8. Attended Department of Spanish and Hispanic Studies Awards Day yearly since 2009. Served as Master of Ceremonies in 2012 and 2014. 
9. Served as guest judge for Alexander Hidalgo’s History of Colonial Latin America course, Spring 2014 and Spring 2016.
10. Participated in luncheon talk with Dean Schoolmaster and AddRan colleagues “Academically Adrift.” February 16th, 2011. 
Rev. 8/22/13

