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TCU Vita

Dan Williams

Education:

Ph.D., English, University of Denver

M.A., History, University of Denver

M.A., English, University of Denver

B.A., English, Washington College

Professional Development:

In addition to the annual online compliance training workshops, I have attended virtually and in-person workshops on implicit bias, deep listening, and inclusive excellence, sponsored by HR and DEI
Association of University Press Directors’ Annual Workshop, 2009-
National Outdoor Leadership Recertification as Wilderness First Responder, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021

TCU Summer Workshops, Teaching Online, 2020

Koehler Center, Grade Book Lab, 2014

Koehler Center, Active Learning Workshop, 2014

PubWest Summer Session, Publishing Workshop, 2014

AAC&U Workshops on ePortfolio Pedagogy, 2013

Koehler Center, Teaching Online Workshop, 2013

AAC&U Workshops on ePortfolio Pedagogy, 2012

AAC&U Summer Institute on Integrative Learning, 2012

New Media Lab, Multimedia Classrooms, 2010

Service Learning and Community Engagement Charette, 2008

History of the Book Seminar, American Antiquarian Society, 1999

ASECS Research Fellowship, American Antiquarian Society, 1993

Institute for the Editing of Historical Documents, National Archives, 1989

JCB Research Fellowship, The John Carter Brown Library, 1989

History of the Book Seminar, American Antiquarian Society, 1988

NEH Summer Fellowship, University of Connecticut, 1987

Mellon Summer Fellowship, Vanderbilt University, 1986

Present Rank: Professor 
Year of Appointment: Promoted to Professor in 1998, Came to TCU in July 2003

Year of Last Promotion: 1998

Previous Teaching Experience (Part Time):

University of Denver, Graduate Teaching Assistant, 1974-1979
Antioch University West—Denver Center, Core Faculty, 1979-1980

University of Maryland—European Division, Adjunct Instructor, 1984

Previous Teaching Experience (Full Time):

University of Mississippi, Assistant Professor (1985-1991), Associate Professor (1991-1998), Full Professor (1998-2002)

Die Universitaet Tuebingen, Germany, Lektor fuer Amerikanistik, 1980-1985

Previous Professional Positions (Administrative):

Chair, Department of English, TCU, 2003-2009

Director of Writing, University of Mississippi, 1999-2000

Chair, Department of English, University of Mississippi, 1993-1999

Acting Chair, Department of English, University of Mississippi, 1991-1993

Program Director, American Studies, Die Universitaet Tuebingen, 1980-1985

Assistant Director, Undergraduate Program, Antioch University West—Denver Center, 1979-1980

Courses Taught:


TCU, 03-04
 Engl 10833, Freshman Seminar




 Engl 60503, Studies in Early American Literature




 Engl 10103, Introduction to Fiction

            TCU, 04-05
Engl 40523, Emerson and Thoreau




 Engl 10833, First-Year Seminar




 Engl 10203, Introduction to Creative Writing


TCU, 05-06
 Engl 10833, First-Year Seminar




 Engl 30583, Early American Literature




 Engl 60503, Studies in Early American Literature


TCU, 06-07
 Engl 10833, First-Year Seminar




 Engl 30133, American Literature to 1900




 Engl 40533, Studies in Nineteenth-Century American Literature




 Engl 20743, Detective Fiction (summer)


TCU, 07-08
Engl 10833, First-Year Seminar




 Engl 40523, Emerson and Thoreau




 Engl 60503, Studies in Early American Literature




 Engl 20743, Detective Fiction (summer)


TCU, 08-09
 Engl 20833, Sophomore Seminar (Honors)



 Engl 40543, Studies in Early American Literature




 Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 20743, Detective Fiction (summer)


TCU, 09-10
 Engl 10203, Introduction to Creative Writing




Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)
Engl 60503, Early American Literature

Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)

Engl 40573, Mark Twain


TCU, 10-11
Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 30103, Introduction to Literary Theory




Mala 60223, Advanced Fiction




Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 10203, Introduction to Creative Writing




Engl 20743, Detective Fiction (summer)


TCU, 11-12
Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 60503, Early American Literature




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History)

TCU, 12-13.      Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 30133, American Literature to 1900




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History Project)



Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Engl 30813, History of the Book




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History)



Engl 20743, Detective Fiction 


TCU, 13-14
Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization (Honors)




Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization (Honors)




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History)



Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History)





Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (Honors History)


TCU, 14-15
Engl 20923, Literature and Civilization II (Honors)




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (TCU Oral History)




Hspr 40970, Honors Special Project (Honors History)




Unpr 10110, Special Problems (FrogFolio)


TCU, 15-16
Hnrs 20213, Language, Communication, and Cultural Identity




Hcol 40023, The TCU Veterans Project




Hcol 40023, The TCU Veterans Project




Hspr 40000, The TCU Oral History Project


TCU, 16-17
Hspr 40000, The TCU Oral History Project




Hcol 40023, The TCU Veterans Project




Hcol 40023, Treks and Texts




Hnrs 20213, Language, Communication, and Cultural Identity


TCU, 17-18
Hspr 40000, The Oral History Project




Hcol 40023, Treks and Texts


TCU, 18-19
Hspr 40023, Sound and Sense: Rhapsody in Lyric and Song




Hcol 40000, Treks and Texts


TCU, 19-20
Hcol 40000, The Sounds and Silence of Laughter




Hcol 40000, Treks and Texts


TCU, 20-21
Hcol, 40000, Spellbound: Witches, Witchcraft, and Witch Hunts




Hcol, 40000, Treks and Texts


TCU, 21-22
Hcol, 40000, Spellbound: Witches, Witchcraft, and Witch Hunts




Hcol, 40000, Treks and Texts

Please Note: the above list does not include English Department Directed Readings and special programs, such as the TCU Writing Associates, where I supervised a peer tutor program

University of Mississippi, 1985-2003.  Undergraduate Courses: Engl 101(composition), Honors Engl 101 (composition), Honors Engl 102(composition), Engl 206 (major American authors), Honors 206 (composition and American literature), Honors 207 (composition and world literature), Honors 208 (composition and world literature), Engl 303 (American Lit survey), Honors 321 (advanced composition), Engl 351 (contemporary lit), Engl 352 (Crime literature), Engl 352 (literature of the 1960s), Engl 404 (literature of the early republic), Engl 404 (literature of the Civil War), Engl 422 (Henry David Thoreau), Engl 422 (Ernest Hemingway), Engl 436 (Mark Twain); Graduate Courses: Engl 561 (American poetry to 1900), Engl 567 (colonial American literature), Engl 575 (Recent American literature), Engl 576 (development of the short story), Engl 617 (teaching college English), Engl 667 (Early American narratives), Engl 667 (narrative theory), Engl 668 (autobiography and authorship), Engl 668 (Barbary narratives), Engl 668 (captivity narratives), Engl 668 (liberty’s captives), Engl 668 (pirate and shipwreck literature), Engl 668 (scholarly editing and anthology construction), Engl 668 (theft of authorship)


Universitaet Tuebingen, Abteilung fuer Amerikanistik, 1980-1985. Entry Level Courses: Written Communication, Translation, Interpretation and Essay, American History I, American History II, Conversation; Advanced Courses: Struggle and Vision: Narratives of the Frontier, American History in Literature and Film, Her and Anti-Hero in American Literature, War in American Literature, American Comedy in Film, The Comic Spirit in American Literature, Culture, character, and Covenant in Early New England, The Literature of the American Civil War, Reason, Revolution, and Romanticism: An Interdisciplinary Examination of America from 1763-1726 (team taught), Transcendentalism in American Literary Culture, Images of America in European Travel Literature, Wilderness and the American Imagination, Mark Twain, American Novels from Beginnings to 1900, American Poetry from Beginnings to 1900; Graduate Courses: Early American Criminal Literature, Narratives of Early America, The Examined Self: American Lives in Autobiography

University of Maryland—European Division, 1984: American History I

Antioch University West—Denver Center, 1979-1980: Writing as Expression, Advanced Composition and Research, Survey of American Literature, Western Civilization, Creative Writing, History as Fiction—Fiction as History, Educational Theory (team taught)

University of Denver, 1974-1979: Expository Writing, Intro to Literature, Major American Writers, Reading and Writing, The Literary Tradition (team taught), Creative Writing

External Support: 

In 2018, I received a travel grant from the Association of University Publishers to 
spend three days working with the Director of Ohio State University Press and his staff.

Internal Grants:

TCU Honors Innovation Grant, 2021

TCU Coleman Fellows Fellowship, 2012

TCU, Research and Creative Activity Fellowship (RCAF), 2011

TCU, Service Learning and Community Engagement Grant, 2011

TCU, Research and Creative Activity Fellowship (RCAF), 2009

TCU, Service Learning and Community Engagement Grant, 2008

TCU, VIA-Funded Strategic Initiative Fund (SIF), 2005

TCU, Research and Creative Activity Fellowship (RCAF), 2004

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1998

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1997

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1996

University of Mississippi Associates Funding Grant, 1996

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1995

University of Mississippi Associates Funding Grant, 1994

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1993

University of Mississippi Graduate School Summer Fellowship, 1993

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1991

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1990

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1989

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1988

University of Mississippi Faculty Development Grant, 1986

Die Universitaet Tuebingen, Faculty Research Fellowship, 1981

University of Denver, Graduate Research Fellowship, 1980

Theses and Dissertations Directed: Since coming to TCU, I have directed three dissertations.  Previously I directed five dissertations at the University of Mississippi.  Here at TCU I have directed two TCU MA theses, while during my years at Ole MissI directed eleven theses.  As a reader, I have served on numerous dissertation and thesis committees (more than I have an accurate count).  

Presentation of Scholarly and Creative Activities


Refereed Publications, Books: 

Yet At The Gates, A Refuge of Sunflowers and Milkweed (poetry), Lamar University Press, 2021

You Can’t Build a Company: The Life and Principles of Marlene and Spencer Hays, TCU Press, 2019

Honors at TCU: Celebrating Fifty Years of Achievement, co-author, TCU Press, 2019

Past Purgatory, A Distant Paradise (poetry), Lamar University Press, 2017
This Last Gift of Days: A Poet’s Reflection on ALS (chapbook editor) 2016

The Lords of Absence (novel), Ink Brush Press, 2015.

The Lords of Leftovers (novel), Ink Brush Press, 2013

The Wright Stuff: A Half Century of Politics and Personalities by Jim Wright, 
Former Speaker of the House, co-author, TCU Press, 2013, 
8 Voices: Contemporary Poetry from the American Southwest, editor, Baskerville Press, 

2012
descant: Fifty Years, co-editor, TCU Press, 2008

Liberty’s Captives: Narratives of Confinement in the Print Culture of the Early Republic, editor, University of Georgia Press, 2006
Pillars of Salt: An Anthology of Early American Criminal Narratives, editor, Madison
 House Publishers, 1994

Samuel L. Clemens, A Mysterious Stranger: Essays in Celebration of the Mark
 Twain Year, 1986, co-editor,  Frankfurt: Lang Verlag, 1986.  

Refereed Publications, Articles:

“The Agenda of Sparrows,” “Chimera,” Purveyors of Terror,” The Human Space,” poems published in Texas Writers 2020.
“Past Dalhart,” “Arkansas River at Dawn,” “Climbing Trees,” “The Original Tea Party,” “The Ten Worst Teachers,” poems published in Texas Writers 2019
“To A Woman Who Abandoned Her Dog in Oakmont Park,” “Birds Not of a Feather,” “The Worst Lies,” “Warnings to the Unclean Preacht at the Execution of Sarah Smith, August 25, 1698,” “My Father’s Poems,” poems published in Texas Writers 2017, 
“Chapter 1, From Sermon to Story: Early American Crime Fiction,” co-author, A History of Crime Fiction in America, Cambridge University Press, 2017
“Chapter 2, Crime Narratives in Post-Revolutionary American Literature,” co-author, A History of Crime Fiction in America, Cambridge University Press, 2017
“Her Book the Only Hope She Had: Self and Sovereignty in the Narratives of Ann Carson,” in Women’s Narratives of the Early Americas and the Formation of Empire, New York: Palgrave MacMillan Press, 2016

“A Sketch of the Life of Jonathan Plummer, No Hermaphrodite,” “An Author Writing to TCU Press, “Life Cycle, in Thirty Minutes,” Cover and Back Matter, the Old Farmer’s Almanac,” “In a New Workd, Glory, God, and Gold,” “The Dying Speech of Owen Syllavan, Executed for Counterfeiting,” poems published in Texas Writers 2016
“Brendan the Voyager,” “The Pen Is A Virgin,” “End of the World,” Mappemundi,” “Life Cycle,” “Prostrate Cancer Diagnosis,” “Cover and Back Matter,” “Mennochio,” poems published in Texas Writers 2014
“Interview with Barry Hannah, February 6, 2001,” included in Conversations with Barry Hannah, University Press of Mississippi, 2015

“Interview with Barry Hannah, October 13, 2005,” included in Conversations with Barry Hannah, University Press of Mississippi, 2015
“Lilith,” poem, The Concho River Review, 2014, (120)

“Gog and Magog,” “My Other Self,” and “Poor Apostrophe,” poems, Texas Writers 2013

“The Horrors of that Far-Famed Penitentiary: Discipline, Defiance, and Death During Ann Carson’s Incarceration in Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Prison,” Buried Lives: Incarcerated in Early America. University of Georgia Press, 2012

“Teaching Barry Hannah,” “Barry Hannah, In Memoriam,” A Short Ride: Remembering Barry Hannah, Vox Press, 2012, (197-200, 216-219)
“To The Woman Driving a Suburban Who Abandoned Her Dog in Oakmont Park,” poem, Amarillo Bay, Volume 14, Number 2, 2012

“Writing under the Influence: An Examination of Wieland’s ‘Well Authenticated Facts’ and the Depiction of Murderous Fathers in Post-Revolutionary Print Culture,” Eighteenth-Century Fiction, Volume 15, Number 3-4, 2003 (643-668)

“Refuge Upon the Sea: Captivity and Liberty in The Florida Pirate,” Early American Literature, 2001 (71-88)

“Mastering the Arts of Appropriation: The Rhetoric of Nullification in the Narrative of David Theodosius Hines,” Early American Re-Explored: New Readings in Colonial, Early National, and Antebellum Culture, Peter Lang Verlag, 2000 

“Reckoned to be Almost a Natural Fool: Textual Self-Construction in the Writings of Jonathan Plummer—No Hermaphrodite,” Early American Literature, 1998 

“To Give Full Credit to the Foregoing Account: The Narrative Voyages of John Blatchford,” Studies in Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century, 1996 

“Authoring the Author: Heroes and Geeks,” Early American Literature, 1995 

“Specious Spy: The Narrative Lives—and Lies—of Mr. John Howe,” The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation, 1993 

“SECAS, this New Organization,” East-Central Intelligencer, 1994 

“The Gratification of That Corrupt and Lawless Passion: Character Types and Themes in Early New England Narratives of Rape,” Ethnicity in Early American Literature, Shuffelton, Ed., Oxford University Press, 1993 

“Victims of Narrative Seduction: The Literary Translations of Elizabeth (and Miss Harriot) Wilson,” Early American Literature, 1993 

“From Damnation to Dollars: The Motivation of Malefactors in Eighteenth-Century Criminal Narratives,” Studies in Voltaire and the Eighteenth Century, 1993 

“No Rambo Action: Teaching Early American Literature in the Trenches of Higher Education,” Early American Literature, 1991 

“My Only Practical Atonement: Variations of Personality and Performance in the Narrative of Henry Tufts, South Central Review, 1991 

“Gadding About Quack Like: The Practice of Physic in the Narrative of Henry Tufts,” Studies in Comparative Literature, 1990 

“In Defense of Self: Author and Authority in the Memoirs of Stephen Burroughs,” Early American Literature, 1990 

“Early American Narratives, A Proposal,” Teaching the Eighteenth Century: Three Courses, American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies, 1989 

“Of Providence and Pirates: Philip Ashton’s Narrative Struggle for Salvation,” Early American Literature, 1989 

“Zealous in the Cause of Liberty: Self-Creation and Redemption in the Narrative of Ethan Allen,” Studies in the Eighteenth Century, 1989 (

“Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing: Ministerial Deceptions and the Manipulation of Belief in Early American Print Culture,” Publications of the Mississippi Philological Society, 1989 

“Of Puritans and Pirates: A Confrontation Between Cotton Mather and William Fly in 1726,” Early American Literature, 1987 

“The Saintly Sinner of the Wilderness: The Literary Transformation and Criminal Conversion of Joseph Thompson Hare,” Publications of the Mississippi Philological Society, 1987 

“Until they Are Contaminated by Their More Refined Neighbors: The Image of the Native American in Carver’s Travels through the Interior and Its Influence on the Euro-American Imagination,” Indians and Europe, Feest, Ed., Herodat, Rader Verlag, 1987 

“Behold A Tragic Scene Strangely Changed into a Theater of Mercy: The Structure and Significance of Criminal Conversion Narratives in Early New England,” American Quarterly, 1986 

“Tasting the Sweets of Liberty: The theme of Freedom in Post-Revolutionary Rogue Narratives,” Publications of the Mississippi Philological Society, 1986 

“The Historical Background of Melville’s Bartleby,” Bartleby: A Casebook, Alsen, Ed., Langenscheidts Press, 1986 

“Doctor, Preacher, Soldier, Thief: A New World of Possibilities in the Rogue Narrative of Henry Tufts,” Early American Literature, 1984  

Rogues, Rascals and Scoundrels: The Underworld Literature of Early America,” American Studies, 1983 

“English Gentlemen and American Backwoodsmen: A Confrontation in Edwards County, Illinois, 1816-1826,” Proceedings of the Illinois State Historical Society, 1982

Non-Refereed Publications, Chapters and Entries:

“Pirate Literature,”  “Shipwreck Literature,” “The Bay Psalm Book,” “John Blatchford,” “Broadsides,” “Nathaniel Fanning,” “Jean Lafitte,” “Pietas in Patrium: The Life of William Phips,” “James Riley,” Encyclopedia of American Literature of the Sea and Great Lakes, Greenwood Press, 2001

“Interview With Barry Hannah,” Mississippi Quarterly, 2001 (261-288)

“Behold a Tragic Scene Strangely Changed into a Theater of Mercy: The Structure and Significance of Criminal Conversion Narratives in Early New England,” reprinted in Crime and Justice in American History, Meckler Corporation, 1991

“Kings, Dukes, and Other Scoundrels: Huckleberry Finn and the Rogue Narrative Tradition,” Samuel L. Clemens, A Mysterious Stranger: Essays in Celebration of Mark Twain, Borchers and Williams, Eds., Lang Verlag, 1986 

“All Full of Tears and Flapdoodle: The Life and Times of Samuel L. Clemens,” Samuel L. Clemens, A Mysterious Stranger: Essays in Celebration of Mark Twain, Borchers and Williams, Eds., Lang Verlag, 1986 

“Stephen Burroughs,” “Bampfylde-Moore Carew,” “John Howe,” “James Moody,” “Henry Tufts,” American Writers Before 1800, Greenwood Press, 1984

“Jonathan Carver,” “John Hammond,” “Andrew White,” Dictionary of Literary Biography, Gale Research, 1984

Non-Refereed Publications, Essay-Reviews:

“White Slaves, African Masters: An Anthology of American Barbary Captivity Narratives, Baepler, E., Early American Literature, 2001 


“Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature and the Origins of Popular Culture, Cohen, Early American Literature, 1994 


“A Novel time in the Early Republic: Cathy Davidson’s ‘Revolution and the Word, the Rise of the Novel in America,’” The Eighteenth Century: Theory and Interpretation, 1989


“Rituals of Progress: Sacvan Bercovitch’s The American Jeremiad, Denver Quarterly, 1982


“In a World of Make Belief: Gary Lindberg’s The Confidence Man in American Literature, Denver Quarterly, 1982

Non-Refereed Publications, Reviews:

“Heroes of Empire: The British Imperial Protagonist in America, 1596-1764,” 

Early American Literature (Fall 2008)

“Providence Tales and the Birth of American Literature,” Early American 

Literature, 2006

Caribbeana: An Anthology of Early Caribbean Writing, Early American Literature, 2003


“Ebb Tide in New England,” American Studies, 2001


“Ben Franklin and His Gods,” American Literature, 2000


“The Autobiography of a Criminal,” Journal of the Early Republic, 1995


“Reappraising Ben Franklin, American Literature, 1994


“Oracles of Empire: Poetry, Politics, and Commerce in British America, 1690-1750, South Atlantic Quarterly, 1992


“Beautiful Machines: Rivers and the Republican Plan, 1755-1825, Early American Literature, 1992


“A Question of Land,” Native American Workshop Newsletter, 1981


“Sailor on Horseback,” Denver Quarterly, 1979

Materials Accepted for Publication:


Vision into Action: A History of TCU’s Growth from 1973 to 2023, co-author
Materials Accepted for Publication But Never Published:

“Brackenridge’s Due Process of Law: The Question of Justice in the Trial and Execution of Mamachtaga,” Problems of Acculturation Among Native Americans, Greenwood Press

“The Historical Background of Mark Twain’s ‘The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg,’” Mark Twain’s The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg: A Casebook, Lang Verlag

Conference Papers and Participation:
“That We All Might Live A Gentleman's Life: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness in
 The Counterfeit Lives of Condemned Counterfeiters in Early American Criminal Narratives,” Society of Early Americanists annual meeting, 2021

Poetry Reading, Texas Poetry Assignment, 2021 (May, June, July)
Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writers, September 2021
“Small Press and Big Campuses,” took part in a panel discussion for Association of

 University Presses annual meeting, 2021
Book Signing during the Neeley Dedication, 2020

Poetry Reading, Texas Institute of Letters, 2020 

Webinar Participant on Small University Presses, Association of University Presses, 2020
“Early America in Contemporary Poetry,” Society of Early Americanists, 2019

“The TCU Veterans Project,” Keynote, TCU Veterans Day Luncheon, 2019

“Strategies for Faculty Outreach, Association of University Presses, 2019

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for Small Press Breakfast at

the Association of University Presses, 2019.
Poetry Reading, Langdon Literary Review Weekend, 2019

Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2019

             University Libraries and University Presses Summit Meeting, 2019
“The TCU Veterans Project,” NASPA Student Affairs Administrators in Higher


 Education, 2018

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the Association of University Presses, 2018

Poetry Reading, Langdon Literary Review Weekend, 2018

Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2018

“The Most Unprecedented Cruelties Have Been Practiced By These Unfeeling

 Monsters: Xenophobic Discourse in Piratical Barbarity, or The Female Captive (1825), Society of Early Americanists, 2017

“The Future of Publishing and University Presses,” one of three panelists, Texas Library Association, 2017

“University Presses Versus Commercial Publishers,” Small Press Pre-Conference Workshop, AUP, 2017

“Interacting with Interns: The Benefits of Working with Students at a Small Press,” AUP 2017

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the American Association of University Presses, 2017

Poetry Reading, Langdon Literary Review Weekend, 2017

Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2017

“Mining the Archives, Recreating the Past: How to Build an Honors History and an Honors Community at the Same Time,” NCHC, 2017

“ePortfolios, Reflection, and International Experience: Three Weeks Abroad with 

Honors Students,” Southwest AAEEBL, 2016

“This Was a System of Terror: The Depiction of Cuban Piracy in Early National

Print Culture.” American Society of Eighteenth-Century Print Culture, 2016

University Libraries and University Presses Summit Meeting, 2016

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the American Association 

of University Presses, 2016

Ron Moore, A Celebration of Life, 2016.

Poetry Reading, Langdon Literary Review Weekend, 2016

Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2016

“Literary Publishing,” Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2016

Ron Moore Humanities Symposium, 2016

“The TCU Veterans Project,” National Collegiate Honors Council, 2016

“Declaring Eternal Warfare: Claiming Sovereignty in The History of the Celebrated 
Mrs. Ann Carson,” American Studies Association, 2016

TCU Veterans Luncheon Program Speaker, 2016

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the Association of University Presses, 2015

“Dealing with Personnel Issues,” Association of University Presses, 2015

Peer Review and Its Alternatives,” Association of University Presses, 2015

“Students as Publishers: A TCU Honors Experiential Learning Project,” NCHC, 2015.

“How ePortfolios Enhance an Honors Degree,” NCHC, 2015.

“Going Abroad or Learning Abroad: Pedagogical Tools for Gaining Intercultural 
Competencies in Programs Abroad,” NCHC, 2015

Fiction Reading, Langdon Literary Review Weekend, 2015

Campus Reading and Discussion for Honors Authors, 2015

Fiction Reading, Lamar Literary Festival, 2014


“How to Get Published?” Lamar Literary Festival, 2014

Fiction Reading, Langford Literary Review Weekend, 2014

Poetry Reading, Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2014

“The Future of Publishing,” Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2014

“Where Liberty Dwells, There Is My Country,” Strategies of Preservation and
 Performance in Four Early National Impressment Narratives,” SEA, 2014


“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the AUP, 2013
Respondent for a special panel, “Terrorism on the High Seas: Maritime
Transgression and Transnationalism in the Early Americas,” SEA, 2013

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the Association of 
University Presses, 2013.

Fiction Reading, WorldCon, 2013

Fiction Reading, Langford Literary Review Weekend, 2013

Poetry Reading, TACWT, 2013

“The Future of Publishing,” TACWT, 2013

Fiction Reading, Honors College, 2013

“Her Book the Only Hope She Had: Vengeance and Vindication in The History of
 the Celebrated Mrs. Ann Carson,” ASECS, 2012

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the AUP, 2012
“The Future of Academic Publishing,” Will Rogers Medallion Association, Keynote, 2012 

“Inspiring Terror: Cuban Pirates and the Ideology of Atrocity,” ASA, 2012

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the AUP, 2011
“The Seductions of Technology: The Future of Reading on College Campuses,
New Directions in Writing and Publishing, 2011

“Directors of Small Presses,” Discussion Facilitator for the AUP, 2010
Poetry Reading, TACWT, 2010

“The Future of Publishing,” TACWT, 2010

“The Transgressions of Ann Carson, the Most Offensive Woman in Early 

America,” SEA, 2011

“Directors of Small Presses, American Association of University Presses, 2011


“Directors of Small Presses,” AUP, 2010

“The Most Unprecedented Cruelties Have Been Practiced By These Unfeeling
 Monsters: The Ideology of Atrocity in Piratical Barbarity, or the Female Captive” (1825), Early American Borderlands Conference, 2010


“Teaching Barry Hannah,” Oxford Conference for the Book, 2010

“Barry Hannah, In Memoriam,” Oxford Conference for the Book, 2010

Poetry Reading, TACWT, 2010


“The Future of Publishing,” TACWT, 2010

“The Horrors of That Far-Famed Penitentiary: Discipline, Defiance, and Death 

During Ann Carson’s Incarcerations in Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Prison,” Invited Speaker at Incarceration Nation: Voices from America’s Prisons, 1750-1850, Special conference hosted by the University of Pennsylvania and the Library Company of Philadelphia, 2009 

“The Horrors of that Far-Famed Penitentiary: Discipline, Defiance, and Death
 During Ann Carson’s Incarcerations in Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Prison, Modern language Association, 2009 

“Executing Black and Hellish Deeds With All the Coolness of a Demon: the
 Demonization of Alexander Tardy in Early National Print Culture, SEA, 2009

“Promoting Ownership: Declarations of Writing Independence,” Who Owns Writing,
2008

“An Unvarnished Tale of Devils Incarnate: Piracy, Providence, and the Ideology of
 Atrocity in Early American Print Culture,” Invited Speaker at the 25th Annual Oxford Round Table, St. Anne’s College, Oxford, 2008
“The Most Inhuman and Barbarous Cruelties That Were Ever Recorded: The
 Demonization of Cuban Pirates in American Print Culture, Society of Early Americanists, 2007

“’But This is Not Literature: It’s Trash’: Authorship and Self-Creation in the Print
 Histories of Ann Carson, The Celebrated Hero,” American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies, 2007

"The Most Ferocious and Barbarous Monsters Disguised in the Shape of Human 
Beings: Cuban Piracy and the Rhetoric of Invasion," ASECS, 2006

“Pirating the Last Word: Cotton Mather, Captain Quelch, and the Secularization
 of Sacred Script,” MLA, 2005

“Those Horrid Heaps of Drifting Sand: The Rhetoric of Suffering and Slavery in
 the Sahara,” DeBartolo Conference on the Eighteenth Century, 2005

“The Bitter Cup of Sufferings and Woe: The Rhetoric of Slavery in the Barbary Narratives of James Riley and Archibald Robbins,” ASECS, 2004

“The Rhetoric of Slavery: A Comparative Discussion,” Beyond Colonial Studies, Providence, 2004

"Early American Criminal Narratives,” Keynote, Cooper Lecture, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, 2004

“We Despaired of Ever Tasting the Sweets of Liberty Again: Barbary Captivity in Early National Print Culture, Popular Culture, 2004

Barbarity and Civility: The Ideology of Atrocity in Early Nineteenth-Century Pirate Captivity Narratives, International Congress on the Enlightenment, 2003

“Disrobed Her of That Virgin Purity: The Marketing of Race and Outrage in the Rape Narratives of Cato and John Battus, SEA, 2003

“Tasting the Sweets of Liberty: The Rhetoric of Revolution the Narratives of Scoundrels,” ASECS, 2002

“What Must the Sufferings of a Female Be: Fiction and Fabrication in the Barbary Captivity Narrative of Maria Martin,” SEA, 2001

“Where Liberty Dwells, There Is My Country: Strategies for Survival in the Narratives of Four American Sailors Pressed into British Men-of War,” SCSECS, 2001

“Trading Places: Slavery and Commerce in the Barbary Captivity Narratives of James Riley and Archibald Robbins,” ALA, 2000

“Her Book the Only Hope She Had: Words of Vengeance and Vindication in The History of the Celebrated Mrs. Ann Carson,” ASECS, 2000
          "The Hope of Obtaining Something of Remuneration: Textual Cannibalism in 

Owen Chase's Narrative of Shipwreck," Melville and the Sea Conference, 1999
           "Piratical Barbarity: The Textual Ideology of Early Nineteenth-Century Pirate 

Captivity Narratives," SEA, 1999

           "True Crime: Charles Brockden Brown's Wieland and Its Sources," SCSECS, 1998
          "Sufferings in Africa: James Riley's Narrative of Natural and Unnatural Disasters," 

ASECS, 1998
            "I Must Endeavor to Get as Many Subscribers as Possible: Wagering the Self in 

The Life and Adventures of Robert Bailey," SCSECS, 1998

             "The Most Extraordinary Crime Ever Perpetrated: The Texts of Love, Death, and 

Rebellion in the Spooner Murder Case, ASECS, 1997

             "A Looking-Glass for Persecuted Saints: Authors, Hermaphrodites, and Jonathan 

Plummer," NSECS, 1996
             “Death, Destruction, and Jonathan Plummer,” ACA, 1996

             “An Imposture in Prose: Tom Bell’s Fraudulent Truth,” SESECS, 1996

            “The Novel and Eccentric Parts of My Life: Revelation and Authorship in the 

Narrative of K. White, SESECS, 1995

            “Truly Remarkable Occurrences in the Narrative Voyages of John Blatchford,” 

ACA, 1995

            “To Give Full Credit to the Foregoing Account: Narrations and Revolutions in 

Late Eighteenth-Century American Texts, European Society of Eighteenth-Century 

Studies, 1995

“The Textual Voyages of Nathaniel Fanning,” ACA, 1994

“An Easy Way of Getting Money: Counterfeiting and Textual Counterfeits in A 

Short Account of the Life of John …, Alias Owen Syllavan,” ASECS, 1994

“Reckoned to Be Almost a National Fool: Strategies of Narration in the Writings of Jonathan Plummer -- No Hermaphrodite,” WSECS, 1994

“That We All Might Live a Gentleman’s Life: The Counterfeit Lives of 

Condemned Counterfeiters in Eighteenth-Century American Criminal Narratives,” Keynote, Seminar in American Bibliography and Book Trade History, 1993

“That Infernal Place of Abode: Life, Death, and Irony on Board the Jersey Prison 

Ship,” ACA, 1994

“The Learned Pig, The Invisible Lady, and the Philosophical Swan: Textual 

Conjuring in the Narratives of two Early American Magicians,” SCSECS, 1993

“The Various Incidents, Vicissitudes and Errors of My Life: The Theft of 

Authorship in a Narrative of The Life and Travels of John Robert Shaw,” ASECS, 1993 

“The Slandered and Unworthy Person of Tom Bell, A Rogue’s Defense,” ASECS, 1992

“Victims of Narrative Seduction:  The Literary Translation of Elizabeth (and Miss 

Harriet) Wilson,” Aphra Behn Society, 1992

“A Lay Bishop Extraordinary; and a Travelling Preacher, Physician, Poet and 

Trader:  Strategies of Self-Signification in The Life and Adventures of Jonathan Plummer,” SCSECS, 1992

“Of the Raised Ghost: Revelations of (Self) Deception in The Life, Adventures, 

and Unparalleled Sufferings of Andrew Oehler,” SCMLA, 1991

 “From Damnation to Dollars:  The Motivations of Malefactors in Eighteenth-

Century Criminal Narratives,” European Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, 1991.

“Specious Spy: The Narrative Lives and Lies of John Howe,” ASECS, 1991

“The Words of Levi Ames: Conversions of Character in the Narratives of a 

Condemned Thief,” SCSECS, 1991

“I Threw Her on the Ground: The Fictionalization of Rape in Two Eighteenth- 

Century American Narratives,” SCMLA, 1990

“A Right to Justify Himself: The Personality Paradigms of Ben Franklin and 

Robert Morris in Memoirs of Stephen Burroughs,” ASECS, 1990

“The Ingenious Mr. Tom Bell, The Famous American Traveler: Scandal, 

Sensation, and Narrative Creation in Colonial American Newspapers,” Narrative:  An International Conference, 1990

“A Representation of Those Unnatural Characters: Conflicts of Self in the 

Printing History of Stephen Burroughs,” SCSECS, 1990

“My Only Practical Atonement: Personality and Performance in the Narrative of 

Henry Tufts,” SCMLA, 1989

“Sacrificing at the Shrine of Venus: The Ironies and Hypocrisies of Seduction in 

the Narrative of Henry Tufts,” American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, 1989 
“Early American Prose Narratives,” American Society for Eighteenth-Century 

Studies, 1989

“Gadding About Quack Like: The Practice of Physic in The Narrative of Henry 

Tufts,” Comparative Literature Symposium, 1989

“The Rhetoric of Revolution and Rogues: Discourse Strategies in the Memoirs of 

Stephen Burroughs,” SCMLA, 1988.

“To Induce the World to Believe It So: Counterfeiting as Invention in the 

Memoirs of Stephen Burroughs,” Society of Historians for the Early American Republic, 1988

“The Teaching of Early American Narratives: A Course Proposal,” ASECS, 1988

“The Gratification of That Corrupt and Lawless Passion: Character and Theme in 

Early New England Narratives of Rape,” ASECS, 1988

“The Rhetoric of Rescue and Redemption in Remarkable Sea Deliverances,” 

ACA, 1988

“In Defense of Self: Author and Authority in the Memoirs of the Notorious 

Stephen Burroughs,” SCMLA, 1988.

“Pious Pretenses and Sinful Sanctity: Ministers Not of God in Early American 

Literature,” MPA, 1988

“Down, Rebels, Down: Captivity, Survival, and Freedom in Revolutionary 

Narratives,” ASA, 1987

“Zealous in the Course of Liberty: Structure and Persona in the Narrative of Ethan 

Allen,” ECSECS, 1987

“Of Providence and Pirates: Philip Ashton’s Narrative Struggle for Salvation,” 

SCSECS, 1987

“Wonders of the Deep:  Early New England Remarkable Sea Deliverances as 

Both Story and Sermon,” PAL, 1987

“The Saintly Sinner of the Wilderness: The Literary Transformation and Criminal 

Conversion of Joseph Thompson Hare,” MPA, 1987

“‘Good Fetched Out of Evil’: Cotton Mather’s Narratives of Conversion,” South 

Central Conference on Literature and Christianity, Fall 1986

“Puritans and Pirates:  A Confrontation Between Cotton Mather and William Fly 

in 1726,” ACA, 1986

“The Common Transactions of a Private Soldier: Self and Society in Joseph 

Plumb Martin’s Revolution,” SCSECS, 1986 ----------.  A Second Version of this Paper was Delivered at the Seventh International Congress on the Enlightenment in Budapest, Hungary, 1987

“Tasting the Sweets of Liberty: The Theme of Freedom in Post-Revolutionary 

Rogue Narratives,” MPA, 1986

“Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing: Ministerial Deceptions and the Manipulation of 

Belief in Early America,” ASA, 1985

“Kings, Dukes, and Other Scoundrels: Huckleberry Finn and the Rogue Narrative Tradition,” Keynote, German–American Cultural Exchange Program, 1985

“All Full of Tears and Flapdoodle: The Life and Times of Samuel L. Clemens,” Keynote,
German–American Cultural Exchange Program, 1985

“The Dangers of a Converted Ministry: Preachers and Preaching During the Great 

Awakening,” German Society of American Studies, 1985

“Until They Are Contaminated by Their More Refined Neighbors:  The Image of 

the Native American in Carver’s Travels Through the Interior and Its Influence on the Euro-American Imagination,” European Association of American Studies, 1984

“‘Behold a Tragick Scene Strangely Changed into a Theater of Mercy’:  The 

Structure and Significance of Criminal Conversion Narratives in Early New England,” SCSECS, 1984

 “From Sinner to Saint:  The Development of the Criminal as Character in 

American Literature,” ASA, 1983

“Selfish and Self-Reliant: The Rogue as an American Hero,” ACA, 1983

“Patchwork USA: A Regional Approach to American Studies,” Invited Lecture, Die
 Universitaet Tuebingen, 1983

“Doctor, Preacher, Soldier, Thief: A New World of Possibilities in the Rogue 

Narrative of Henry Tufts,” NASECS, 1982

“Rogues, Rascals, and Scoundrels: The Underworld Literature of Early America,” 

Mid-Continent American Studies Association, 1982

“By Due Process of Law: The Question of Justice in the Trial and Execution of 

Mamachtaga,” European Association of American Studies, 1982

“English Gentlemen and American Backwoodsmen:  A Confrontation in Edwards 

County, Illinois, 1816-1826,” Illinois State Historical Society, 1981.

“Henry Tufts, American Rogue, American Patriot,” Invited Lecture, Die 

Universitaet Tuebingen, 1980


I have not kept count of panel sessions I have chaired or of having been a respondent in panel sessions.
Editorships, Consultantships, and Professional and Creative Activities 

descant: Fort Worth’s Literary Journal (publisher and business manager), 2011, 2012, 2013. 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

 descant, Co-Editor, 2007-2012
Organizer and Chair, The Elmer Kelton Award, Academy of Western Artists, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

Campus Sponsor and Awards Committee, The Academy of Western Artists, 2015. 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
Association of University Presses Program Committee, 2019.

Association of University Presses Faculty Outreach Committee, 2019-2022.

President, Texas Association for Creative Writing Teachers, 2020-

President Elect for the Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, 2019

Chair, Creative Writing Focus Group, 2007


TCU Press Advisory Board, 2004-2009


Editor, Reed, English Department Newsletter, 2004-09

Publisher, eleven40seven Broadsides, 2003-2007

Faculty Co-Sponsor, eleven40seven (undergraduate literary journal), 2004-06

Editorial Board, Early American Literature, 2001-2010

Editor and Publisher, Jefferson City Broadside Society, 1996-2003


Organizer, The John and Renee Grisham Writer-In-Residence, 1994-1999


Organizer, The John and Renee Grisham Visiting Writer Series, 1994-1999


Editor, Annotations, English Department Newsletter, 1994-1999


Publisher, The Yalobusha Review, 1994-1999


Editorial Board, Journal x, 1993-2003


Advisory Editor, POMPA, 1986-1992


External Reader for Oxford University Press, Tennessee University Press, University of Kentucky Press, University Press of Mississippi, University of Delaware Press, American Literature, American Quarterly, American Studies, The Historian, The Scholar, National Endowment for the Humanities, American Antiquarian Society


Outside T&P reviewer for Cal Lutheran, CUNY, University of Central Florida, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, Gettysburg College (recent)

Academic Advising Activities

Judge, College of Science and Engineering Honors Festival Judge, 2018, 2022, Major/Minor Fair, English Department 
Mock Interviews, English Department
Workshops for Undergraduates, English Department 
Monday at TCU, Academic Sessions
Summer Orientations, Academic Sessions, 
Academic Advisor, English Department, 2003-2011

(At the University of Mississippi) 

Career Day, 
Parents’ Visitation Day, 
Scholar’s Bowl, Recruitment Visits, and in various recruitment activities for the Academic Advisor, 1985-2003
Organized Department of English Advising Center, 1996

Departmental Service:


(At TCU)


Chair, Department of English, 2003-2009


English Department Advisory Committee, 2003-2009 


English Department Assessment Committee, 2003-2009

English Department Search Committees, 2003-2009

English Department Creative Writing Committee, 2003-2009

English Department Undergraduate Review, Chair, 2003-2009

(At the University of Mississippi)


Freshman English Committee, Chair, 1999-2001


Department of English Mentoring Committee, 1999-2001


Department of English Colloquium, 1999-2003


Department of English Assessment Committee, 1994-1999


Curriculum Review and Development Committee, 1987-1991


Graduate Studies Committee, 1986-1990


Department of English Advisory Committee, 1991-1999


Department of English Executive Committee, 1987-1989


Undergraduate Studies Committee, 1985


Creative Writing Awards Committee, 1991-1999


Freshman English Committee, 1985


Various Search Committees, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991-1999


Tenure and Promotion Review Committee, 1995-1997

University Service:


TCU Press, Director, 2009-

TCU Sesquicentennial Committee, 2018-
             TCU Sesquicentennial Committee, Publications Committee, Co-Chair
             Sandra Brown Excellence in Literary Fiction Scholarship Committee, 2006-2008

             Sandra Brown Excellence in Literary Fiction Scholarship, Faculty Facilitator, 2009-
The Boller Review: TCU’s Journal of Undergraduate Research and Creativity, Faculty Supervisor and Publisher, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021
Compass 101 Faculty Mentor (for at-risk students), 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
Co-Sponsor and Judge, Environmental Writing Award, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2018, 2019
Wassenich Medal Award, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022
Chancellor’s Scholarship Applicant Interviewer, 2016-
Honors Coordinator for Faculty/Staff Campaign, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
TCU Oral History Project, Co-Director, 2012-
TCU National Campaign Committee, 2018-

TCU Building Deputy (3000 Sandage), 2010-

TCU Emergency Taskforce Committee, 2018-

Common Reading faculty facilitator, 2006-2018
TCU Common Reading Steering Committee, 2005-2018
Move-In Day Volunteer, 2007-
TCU Faculty Senate, 2005-
TCU Faculty Senate Committee on Faculty Relations, Co-Chair, 2018, Chair, 2020
Faculty Senate Advisory Committee, 2013-
TCU Faculty Senate Beto Cruz Award Committee, Chair, 2020-

              Intercollegiate Athletic Committee, Acting Chair 2014, Co-Chair, 2018

              TCU ad hoc Testing Center Committee, 2018
              TCU Connection Culture Committee, 2017, 2018
              Honors Search Committees, 2017 (instructor), 2018 (core faculty), 2022 (Dean)
Honors College Diversity Advocate, 2018, 2019, 2020

Honors Tenure and Promotion Committees, Chair, 2020, 2021

              TCU Outdoor Program Committee, 2017, 2018

Mediator for HR, 2017
TCU Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Academic Profile, 2016-2017

TCU Frog Folio Steering Committee, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
TCU Writing Committee, 2006-2017 
Lead On, Team Excellence, Subcommittee Three, 2017
TCU Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Academic Profile, 2016

TCU Faculty Senate Sub-Committee on Tenure and Hiring Since 2006, 2016

TCU Faculty Senate Ad Hoc Committee on Athletic and Academics, 2016
TCU Ad Hoc Undergraduate Research Committee, Chair, 2015-2016
              TCU Intercollegiate Athletic Committee 2014, Acting Chair
TCU Global Partners Program, co-coordinator, 2016-2017
TCU Honors College Tenure and Promotion Policy Committee, Chair, 2014

TCU Honors Promotions Committee, Chair, 2013

TCU Faculty Senate Faculty Governance Committee, 2014

            TCU University Compensation Advisory Committee (UCAC), Co-Chair (2013)

            TCU Faculty Senate, Tenure and Grievance Committee 2009, 2013
             TCU Core Review, 2013-2014

            TCU Honors Faculty Advisory Committee, 2013-
            TCU Faculty Senate Executive Committee, 2010-2013
TCU Faculty Senate, Past Chair (2012)

Academic support Search Committee, 2011

TCU Faculty Senate, Chair, 2011

TCU Faculty Senate, Chair-Elect, 2010

VIA Lead On, 2017-2018

VIA Review Steering Committee, 2010-2011

VIA Academic Directions Committee, 2004-2005
VIA Grant Proposal Review Committee, 2005-2008
Co-Chair, AddRan Research and Creativity Festival, 2010

Community engagement and Service Learning Advisory Board, 2009-2012
TCU International Studies Advisory Board, 2008-

Recreation Center Search Committee, 2009

AddRan Research and Creativity Festival Committee, 2008-


TCU Faculty Senate Tenure and Promotion Grievance Committee, Chair, 2009


TCU Research and Creative Activity (RCAF) Committee, Chair, 2009, Member 2006-2009
TCU Committee on Humanities Assessment, Chair, 2008-2010

Faculty Facilitator, Tunnel of Oppression, 2009, 2010, 20111, 2012, 2016

Faculty Learning Community Facilitator, Writing, 2008-2009
Faculty Presenter, Summer Orientations, 2008-2010

Participant in International Studies Course, Fall 2008 and Spring 2009


AddRan Campaign Co-Director, 2007, 2008


AddRan Merit Review Committee, 2008, 2009, 2010

Judge, International Studies Photography Contest, 2007, 2008, 2009

Monday at TCU Volunteer, 2008, 2009, 2010


Editorial Board, TCU Press, 2006-2010

Advisory Board, Center for International Studies, 2006-2010

AddRan Festival of Student Work Essay Contest, 2006- (Chair 2006, 2007)


Session Chair and Judge, AddRan Festival of Student Work, 2006-2009

Faculty Learning Community Facilitator (Literary Traditions), 2006-2007

Faculty Senate Committee, Tenure and Promotion Grievance, 2007-2008

Faculty Senate Committee, Academic Excellence, 2005-2007


TCU Writing Associates Program, Director, 2005-2009

Curriculum Implementation Committee, 2004


Frog Camp ,Faculty Facilitator, 2004-


Chair, TCU Writing Committee, 2003-2009

AddRan Chairs Committee, 2003-2009

(At the University of Mississippi)


Faculty Technology Committee, 2000-2003


Retention Committee, 1999-2001


Core Curriculum Committee, 1999-2001


Bondurant Renovation Committee, 1997-1999


Summer Orientation, 1997-1999


Faculty Senate, 1991-1992, 1994-1997


Faculty Senate Finance Committee, 1996


University Assessment, 1994-1999


University Publications Committee, 1992-2000


University Library Committee, 1997-2000


Academic Discipline Committee, 1990-1994


Study Abroad Committee, 1987-1988


Honors Sophomore Curriculum Committee, Chair, 1995


Inauguration Steering Committee, 1995

Inauguration Committee, 1995

University Creed Committee, 1995-1998

Curriculum and Policy Committee, 1991-1999

Rowan Oak Committee, 1991-1999

Savage Lecture Committee, 1991-1999

Faulkner Conference Committee, 1991-1999

Faulkner Centennial Committee, 1997-1998

Longest Lecture Committee, 1996-1999

SACS Institutional Research Committee, 1997-1999

Oxford Conference for the Book Committee, 1997-2002

Community Activities Directly Related to Professional Skills


Volunteer at the Fort Worth Nature Center, 2016-

Campus Organizer for Special Screening of Almost Sunrise, 2017

Director, TCU Partners Program (service-learning project linking Honors students and Facilities employees), 2008-2014

Organizer, College Resource Summer Writing Workshop, 2008-2012

Frog House and Habitat for Humanity Volunteer, 2006-2008

Judge, Bell Helicopter High School Essay Contest, 2007


Judge, Star-Telegram Valentine’s Poetry Contest, 2007


Conducted a SAT Preparation Workshop at Arlington Heights High School, 2005

Organized Literary Readings, 2003-2019
(At the University of Mississippi)


Young Writers’ Workshop, Director, 1994. 1996


Mississippi Literary Competition, Co-Director, 1997-1999


Edited and Sponsored Various Publications Listed Above (poetry series, literary journal, departmental newsletter)

Membership in Professional Organizations, Offices Held:



Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers, President, 2021-

SEA Conference Committee, 2004


SEA Essay Prize Competition Committee, 1999


Clifford Prize Committee, Chair (ASECS), 1995


Executive Board, SESECS, 1994-1996


President, Southern Literary Festival, 1994


Vice-President, Southern Literary Festival, 1993


Past President, Society for Eighteenth-Century American Studies, 1994-1996


President, Society for Eighteenth-Century American Studies, 1991-1993

Memberships in Professional Organizations:


Texas Association of Creative Writing Teachers (TACWT)


Society of Early Americanists (SEA)


American Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies (ASECS)


South Central Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies (SCSECS)


Southeast Society of Eighteenth-Century Studies (SESECS)


South Central Modern Language Association (SCMLA)


(at various times MLA, AHA, OAH, ASA, PCA, and ACA)

Professionally Related Honors and Awards:


Faculty Senate Honorary Member, Elected 2022


Texas Institute of Letters, Elected Member, 2020


Best Book of Poetry, The Philosophical Society of Texas, 2018


SGA Faculty Member of the Year, 2016


John V. Roach Honors College Honors Professor of the Year, 2015


TCU Honors Professor of Humanities, Named Appointment, 2012

Coleman Fellowship Recipient, 2011-2012

The Provost’s Academic Affairs Outstanding Staff Award, 2011

Nominated by the AddRan College of Liberal Arts for the Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Achievement as a Teacher/Scholar, 2008

Nominated by English Department for the Chancellor’s Award for Distinguished Achievement as a Teacher/Scholar, 2008

Nominated for Student Services Faculty of the Year Award, 2008

Finalist, TCU’s Most Inspirational Professor, 2007

Nominated, Most Outstanding Professor by Kappa Kappa Gamma, 2005

Mortar Board Preferred Professor, 2005

Selected for Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, 1998


Included in Directory of American Scholars
Phi Kappa Phi, 1994

The Cora Lee Graham Aware for the Outstanding Teacher of Freshmen, 1990

First Place, ASECS Teaching Competition, 1988

Honorable Mention, SESECS Essay Contest, 1988

Outstanding Conference Paper, SCSECS, 1986

Outstanding Essay in American Studies, 1983
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